
ad sciurus 

THE SQUIRREL 
Issue 8   Thursday 11th November 2021 

We had such a lovely moment all together for Armistice Day. We gathered 

on the playground in our bubbles, observed the two minutes silence, recited 

‘In Flanders Field’ and then every child in the school laid a poppy on our 

wreath. It has been a long time since we have all gathered together and thank 

goodness it was dry and mild which was just fabulous! I was very proud of the 

children for the respect and understanding they showed at the time.  

 

 

 

 

 

I am going to begin with a plea, a request, a beg! Due to the current situation 

our pick up and drop off times are busy with children and families waiting 

outside the school. It is extremely dangerous to drive down to the front of the 

school for any reason during this time. I implore you to park away from the 

school and walk if you can. Daisy and I are trying to walk as much as we can 

too and it is really nice being able to walk to school. We need to keep each 

other safe. If you do need assistance at drop offs and pick ups due to a 

disability then please let us know as we can arrange an alternative time to 

drop off when it is safer. Funnily enough, I was just catching up with a previous 

Chair of Trustees and it was really telling that on past newsletters, letters to 

the Local Authority and in the Country Press we were saying the same things 

twelve years ago regarding parking considerately and thinking of others. It 

appears my magic wand has not solved this problem!  

We have moved on in lots of ways since the cyber-attack and we now have a 

stable system in place that is fully cloud-based. We are never going to be at a  

point where we will fully replace all that has been lost and the time it takes to 

replace these lost documents continues to impact. For example, our trip to see 

‘The Lion, Witch and the Wardrobe’ is only two weeks away and having to 

recreate the risk assessment from scratch is a mammoth task! To aid us in this 

we are going to be sending home a letter and a school form to complete with 

lots of information that we need to have available on the trip. It will be a 

fabulous trip to the theatre and the first in two years. I am keeping everything 

crossed that we can contain as few covid cases as we can. Currently, we only 

have one adult and one child. The form and letter will be with you tomorrow 

and will need to be returned by Tuesday 16th November. Thank you.  

The only real outstanding area of our cyber attack is replacing our finance 

systems and this is still ongoing. We know that replacing systems has cost the 

school a lot of money and this was money that was unplanned for so we do 

not have any wriggle room in our budget at all. With this in mind, we need to 

clear outstanding debts. As a school, we are not authorised to carry debts and 

the Trustees have also agreed that if you have outstanding debts further trips 

and activities will not be possible until the debt is cleared or a regular payment 

plan is in place. The team will be contacting families to talk this through and 

hopefully reduce the debt that we have in school. If we do this it will really 

help continue to buy resources and support for the children. Every little really 

does help at this time.  

 

 

We had some great training on Saturday with Mr P ICT. Not only was he 

really informative about the use of technology, he was funny and entertaining 

too. We really did have a good day! I learnt so much and had not realised the 

extent of how images are manipulated and how damaging this can be for our 

children who are faced with an image that is naturally unobtainable. There is a 

lovely advert from Dove where they reverse a digitally enhanced photograph. 

This is really interesting and it is so important to share with our children that 

what we see on the internet we have to question, and talk about what is real 

and truthful.  

 

 

 

We had a lovely Open Day today and I have enjoyed showing new families 

around our school. The school is just full of active learning that is unlimited 

and the children are able to talk so well about what they are learning and the 

tasks that they have been set. In Year 3 they were learning about imperative 

verbs and described what they are and how to use them beautifully! If you 

have a child who is due to start school next September please do book a tour 

anytime. We also have our Story Time Stay and Play sessions on a 

Wednesday throughout November, our Christmas Crafteroon on Wednesday 

15th December and after Christmas we will restart our pre-school visits on a 

Thursday morning all being safe.  

Next week in school, Reverend Amanda is in on Monday for assembly, we 

have our school photographs in the Hall on Thursday, Kieran Markle our 

maths consultant is in on Thursday and Friday to continue to enhance our 

maths teaching and learning and then on Friday we have our Children In 

Need Sparkle and Dance Day. I did look in my wardrobe and realised that I do 

not have anything sparkly so I am going to have to buy some Pudsey sparkly 

ears! 

Before the summer I put out a request for some parental support to help 

brighten up some of our outside areas. This is still on my job list to do and we 

will revisit it in the spring term when the winter season has passed. I have not 

forgotten about the dates and I am chasing this and I have not forgotten about 

Christmas. We have still not finalised details but we will share as soon as we 

can. The Christmas card and gifting designs have been sent and the Christmas 

raffle prizes are coming in which we are so grateful for and we have a lovely 

bauble idea that was shared with us that we are going to try and put together. 

I have a meeting with our caterers tomorrow and I will then be able to finalise 

Christmas lunch which we will send out to you. There are only 59 sleeps until 

Christmas!  

I just also wanted to say I am so sorry that I have not been out and about on 

the gate very much this half term. Since Covid I seem to have many virtual 

meetings and these have continued through this year as well and I feel a little 

bit disconnected from the school day sometimes as I am in my room focusing 

on the meeting in hand. I am going to try and reschedule some of my 

meetings so that I am around more at the beginning and the end of the day to 

welcome the children and families.  

Have a lovely weekend. Caroline Sice, Headteacher  

Our Lanesend Remembrance 

Wreath from our Armistice Day Our training day with 

Mr P ICT 
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A huge well done to Gryffindor House who have won this week’s 
House point totals.  

 

Last Week’s Answer:  

10. = middle 

We are asking for donations of any unwanted 

children’s magazines or comics in school. Please 

bring to the front office. Thank you. 

 

 

What’s going on this week?  

A new study published in Science magazine found that in Gorongosa National Park, Mozambique, a rare 
genetic condition, that causes tuskless elephants, has become more common. Ivory poaching has pushed 
the species to the brink of extinction but the few tuskless elephants left could now increase in numbers. 
In 1969, Gorongosa National Park was home to over 2200 elephants, but now there are just over 700 in 

the Park. Main question: Should we do more to protect elephants? 
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Reception— Talk to me about... one more and one less than a number in Maths and what 
conditions melts ice the fastest/slowest. 

Words to use... more than, less than, insulate, melting. 

Tips for the week...aim to read at home a minimum of four times a week- short 5 minutes 
sessions work well.  

 

We have been reading... Mayday Mouse 

Year 1— Talk to me about... Remembrance- why do we remember?   

Words to use... history, remember, war, peace, past. 

Tips for the week...have a look at Fast Phonics on Reading Eggs, to practise phonic sounds 
at home.  

We have been reading...Stuck and the Day the Crayons Quit by Oliver Jeffers.  

 

Year 3– Talk to me about.... Remembrance 

Words to use...War, poppy, Flanders Fields, Arctic convoys. 

Tips for the week... Exchanging ten ones for a ten when adding three digit numbers. 

We are reading... Christmasaurus and the Winter Witch, Arctic Star, The Ickabog, The 
Christmas Pig. 

Year 4- Talk to me about... How I add and subtract four digit numbers, and what exchanging 
means. 

Words to use... Fair test, hypothesis, prediction. 

Tips for the week... Can you remember any of the Japanese kanji you have 
learned this week in school? 

We have been reading... Shackleton’s Journey by William Grill. 

 

Year 5—Words to use...climate/ weather/ global warming/ greenhouse gases/ rounding/ 
estimate 

Tips for the week...Use rounding an mental arithmetic to check if an answer appears to be 
correct 

We have been reading...The Old Mill, The Polar Bear Explorers Club 

 

 

Use these prompts with your children at home to start a Conversation about 

their week in school... 



I'm Skye and for my 5th birthday on which is the 25th November 2021, 
I am getting my first proper hair cut and raising funds to send with my donati

on to The Little Princess Trust.  
The Little Princess Trust, founded in memory of 5-year-old Hannah Tarplee, 

supplies the best quality real 
hair wigs, free of charge, to children and young people up to the age of 24,  

who have lost their hair through cancer  

treatment or other illnesses. 

 

https://www.littleprincesses.org.uk 

Thank you all in advance 

Issue 8  Thursday 11th November 2021 

A huge THANK YOU to these 

Isle of Wight businesses for 

their kind donations to our 

Christmas Raffle. We are 

grateful for your support. 

Thank you, Thank you, 

Thank you! 

https://www.littleprincesses.org.uk/
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Issue 34 Thursday 24th June 2021 
 

This week’s Aim Higher Skill is problem solving. Can you try 

this challenge... 
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NEW! 

Fun Spanish Club 
starting in November! 

Contact Ekine Fernandez Coster  

M: 07883097896 

Lcfclubs.iow@gmail.com 

 

Www.facebook.com/LanguageClubsIow 

After school care 
which is fun and 

educational! 

Fun activities 
For children from 

reception to year                 

6 

Games, 
storytelling, 

songs, 
crafts.... 


